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The King was torn from his Indian summer of love by the rumours
of war which were current at the beginning of the year 1859.
Napoleon III had spoken very sharply to the Austrian Minister
on New Year's Day. War between France and the Empire on
the Danube for the liberation of the Italian provinces seemed
imminent. Russia stood aside and waited her time. The vacillating
policy of Vienna at the time of the Crimean War and the ungrate-
ful refusal to accept the sincere overtures of friendship made by
Czar Nicholas were now avenged. There was no love in St. Peters-
burg for the 'Revolution Emperor' on the Seine, and the wounds of
the Crimean War were still sore; but a malicious pleasure would
be felt if this same Napoleon, to whom Austria had made suspicious
advances at the time of the Crimean War, were now to show
Vienna how unwise and wrong her policy had been at that time.
Everything depended upon what attitude Prussia and the remain-
ing German States would adopt in this matter. Ludwig's views
remained unalterable; he stood fast by Austria, if only from an
inherent dislike of Bonaparte: 'I never expected to find such hatred
as animates the whole of Bavaria against L. Napoleon; he deserves
it/ was the King's remark.1 In his opinion it could not be other-
wise; the German States must support Austria in her fight against
the arch-enemy, against the nephew of the Corsican, whose
sovereignty was only upheld by force.

King Ludwig was still convinced that, in view of the feeling in
the country, the final decision must be as he and Austria wished.
He expressed himself in this sense to his son Otto: 'Such
enthusiastic German sentiment as now inflames Bavaria and is
spreading throughout Germany I had never expected; the
Tuileries likewise never expected it/2

Austria hesitated no longer. Without knowing whether Prussia
or the other German States would co-operate, she loosed the dogs
of war by issuing an ultimatum to Italy on the 23rd April, 1859.
But she neglected to prevent a timely alliance between the
Sardinians and the French, and the war went against Austria.
Prussia noted that Russia watched events under arms. The battles
of Magenta and Solferino and the armistice, followed shortly
by the peace of Villafranca, put an end to all the King's
reflections.

Politics now retired into the background; love for Carlotta
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